Advanced Placement Chemistry





 Instructor: Edward Kent

Email-   Edward_Kent@mail.seaford.k12.ny.us

website- http://www.kentchemistry.com 
Important information

Supplies






Grading

3”  3-Ring Binder 





Test- 70%





2 packs of Loose leaf paper (1 now, 1 for later)


Homework/Quizzes- 20%



2 Folders (1 for HW and 1 for Labs)



Lab Reports- 10%


Scientific Calculator (graphing is not allowed)

Suggestions

Supply pouch for pens, pencils, etc.

White out, hole punch, stapler



Extra-Help every day from 2pm to 2:20pm

Assignments are due the day a student returns from an absence, without penalty. 
No late Homework is accepted, no exceptions.

Labs are due 2 days after they are completed.  

Labs that are 1 day late 50% off; 2 days late 0 (student still must submit the lab report).
Tests are announced a week in advance, so being absent the day before a test will never be an excuse.
Students are responsible for getting the notes from other students or from the website when absent.
The Course
AP Chemistry is designed to be the equivalent of a first year college general chemistry course and follows the College Board’s AP Chemistry syllabus. As such, the course is suitable only for high school students who exhibit high levels of commitment, motivation and academic maturity. This course presents a rigorous treatment of the following concepts: the nature of matter, gas laws, thermodynamics, stoichiometry, bonding, chemical kinetics, chemical equilibria, and more. This course requires the successful completion of Regents or Advanced Chemistry and 3 years of math . Any exceptions must receive prior approval from the teacher. Students are expected to be motivated and spend extra time studying outside of class. The problem-solving strategies obtained during this course will prepare college-bound students for careers in the sciences, medicine, engineering, and other technical areas. 
FYI Seaford School District’s Attendance Policy
18 absences or more for any reason will deny a student credit for a full year course, and 9 absences for a half year course. Labs periods are considered half year courses and are offered every other day.  School administration sends out notification when certain attendance levels are reached throughout the year. A letter of appeal is required if a student is denied credit. This would be sent to the principal. The decision to reinstate or uphold the denial is made by the attendance committee, not the teacher.
Behavior Expectations

The chemistry lab and classroom can be a dangerous place. Seaford High School has a full functional chemistry lab, with very real and sometimes dangerous chemicals. This is not a place for immaturity and I expect my students to act as mature young adults. Besides teaching chemistry, my job is to keep everyone safe from themselves and from other students. I have ZERO tolerance for dangerous immature, behavior and students will be removed if they cannot control themselves.  So with that being said, here are some basic rules for the classroom:
1. Students should be in their seats ready to work when the bell rings.

2. Students should be attentive and prepared for class with homework and supplies.

3. Students are expected to take notes during class.

4. Restroom and locker visits are to be made between periods, not during my class.

5. No cell phones.  Phones will be confiscated, and I only ask once.
6. Cheating is unacceptable. 

7. NO FOOD in the classroom, no exceptions (even if the student does not have a lunch period). 

8. CHEMISTRY LABS ARE DANGEROUS. Students are to have goggles on at all times in the lab. They are to do the lab and not play around. 
All consequences for behavior problems will depend on the severity. This includes parental contact, administrative action, detention, suspension or expulsion. 

Unofficial Student Grades
I post student grades on my website. These grades are password protected and the passwords should not be shared with others. Parents will be issued these passwords on Back to School Night in September and at the Parent Teacher Conference in October/ November.  I have found over the years that students become much more responsible for their learning when they can keep track of their own progress. 

Grading errors sometimes happen. All a student has to do is tell me there is an error on the website and resubmit the test, quiz or homework and I will change it. I cannot change a grade if they do not have that assignment. 

Contacting Me

If you have any concerns, please feel free to contact me. Your best bet is email. The address is on the top of the front page. You can also call the school and I will gladly return your call.

Chemistry is a challenging course. Students will have their good units and bad ones. Second quarter is always the hardest.  

Please sign below when you have read and understood the information presented here

____________________________________________Students Name (printed please)

____________________________________________Parents Signature

Other important information I should be aware of (email, phones, allergies, etc.):
From- http://www.chem.uic.edu/marek/apintropage/parent1/parent1.html
For the Parent 

1. Provide the student with a distraction free place for study. He/she should get chemistry homework each night. 

2. Encourage the student to go through the steps on the other enclosed sheet in this packet, notes or the internet. 

3. Understand that the problem solving approach used in chemistry is new and difficult for some students. It is not unusual that some students will need up to nine or ten weeks of persistent effort to initiate understanding. Encourage them to persist and not to give up. 

4. Students who have done well in most of their other classes sometimes have an overly optimistic view of their memory and thus are reluctant to take class notes and certainly wouldn't dream of recopying class notes. You might encourage them along these lines. 

5. Recognize that some students need the shock of doing poorly on a test to stimulate them to initiate a new strategy for studying. The disbelief that a new approach is needed sometimes continues until the reality of a poor quarter grade looms large upon the horizon. One shocking quarter grade should be enough however, so don't be reluctant to let them know what their expectations should be. 

6. Do not feel any compulsion to assist the student with their homework. They have plenty of resources in their text, their class notes, their fellow students, the internet and their teacher. If your patience will allow, it may be helpful if you encourage the student to think a problem out loud to you. Some strategic questions like "What really is the question being asked?" and "What do you know that relates the question being asked to the quantity given?" should assist the student to think things out for him/herself. 

7. Above all, positive support and encouragement of the student along with stated faith in their ability to understand will provide the greatest long range benefit. 

8. Turn off the TV and make sure teenagers are not working so long earning pocket money that they have no time for school. Academic progress, as our international friends and competitors understand, depends on hard work and perseverance. It should be your teenager's job to learn, to become the "worker" in their own education. They must understand that learning is never a passive activity (like TV);it is always active. 

From- http://www.chem.uic.edu/marek/apintropage/parent1/parent1.html
For the Student
1. Read the assigned text material at least twice a week. Once for an overview and once for word-by-word and chart-by-chart analysis for details. The second reading should be done when we are almost finished with the chapter. 

2. Do assigned homework each night. Don't save it to do at the last minute. 

3. Consult other students in the class-they may have insights that may help 

4. Discuss your insights with others. You will find it will help your understanding. 

5. Don't miss class. You will discover that a significant amount of material is covered each day and you will quickly fall behind if you miss class. 

6. Re-read the text several times when you run across a difficult concept. 

7. Review previously studied material periodically especially if you had difficulty understanding the concepts. 

8. Don't give up. For many people, learning is a difficult chore. Persistence will usually pay off in greater understanding. 

9. Consult with your teacher as soon as misunderstandings arise. Give the teacher and yourself enough time before any test to clear up any concept you don't understand. You may also get help in the Resource Center or from the students from the National Honor Society. 

10. Spend a lot of time on definitions. Mathematical analysis of problems becomes much easier if you have a clear understanding of the terms used. 

11. Take good class notes. Your memory may not be as good as you suppose. Class notes help immeasurably when you are trying to understand your homework. 

12. Have confidence in yourself. If you believe you can grasp the difficult concepts and keep trying, you will find that you actually will start to understand them. 

13. One of the purposes of performing laboratory experiments is to give you a concrete example of a theoretical concept. Thus, it is to your advantage to do your experiment and write-up promptly. 
14. As strange as it may seem, it is still true that if you are having difficulty with math problems you should do more problems than assigned. Eventually you will understand them.
